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Africa in the Masquerade Arts of the Notting Hill Carnival

KIMURA Yoko
This article examines how “Africa” is expressed in the masquerade arts in the Notting Hill 

Carnival, one of the biggest festivals in the United Kingdom in which most of the participants are West 

Indians. Four case studies are based on my own observation in my field work of 2004, 2005 and 2006. The 

“Africa” thus expressed is a kind of “Imagined Community” (Benedict Anderson), and through Notting Hill 

Carnival a symbolic unity is realized between West Indians and migrated African people, each of whom now 

constitutes one percent of the whole population of the United Kingdom. 
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