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An association as a foundation for living

 a case study of the Gràcia district in Barcelona

NAKAMURA Setsuko

In Barcelona, the second largest city in Spain, there are over 200 festivals per year (Nakamura 

2005a). One of them, the Gràcia Festival (La Festa Major de Gràcia) is held beginning August 15 every year 

for about one week. In the 25 streets which are decorated during the festival, concerts and an events are held, 

and many people of all ages enjoy it.

In each street, an association is organized. The association is organized according to a membership 

system,and works all year long. In the association on Joan blanques street, those who are in the prime of life 

act as leaders, but many elderly people also participate, contributing their skills and experiences.

The seniors are respected as elders, and they provide others with practical models for establishing 

communication, as well as relating the history. 

In this paper, I will write about the environment activity within the association in Barcelona. And it 

is the purpose of this paper to show clearly how the association acts as the driving force of the festival 

activities, and how it is connected with daily life, as well as and how it enriches life for elderly people.
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